
crew be-

cause she really enjoyed last 

year, òIt was fun painting 

Wonka rooms.ó  

Not only do the 

students work really hard to 

put on these productions, a 

small handful of teachers 

help, too. Ms. Bannwarth, the 

choir teacher, and Ms. 

Landin, a 7th grade science 

teacher, are the directors, 

and Ms. Kroc, the other 7th 

grade science teacher, is in 

charge of stage crew. Mr. 

Evans, the band teacher, 

helped out with sound and 

lighting.  

says Alex Hitze-

man, who played Grandpa 

Joe. Another favorite scene 

was the opening song, sung 

by Isique Yang (Willy 

Wonka).  

Unfortunately, lots 

of people tried out for the 

play, but only one-third of 

the people who auditioned 

or signed up for stage crew, 

could make it. Michael Vang 

(Oompa Loompa dancer) 

auditioned because he and 

Isique had promised each 

other that theyõd try out for 

the play every year. The 

stage manager, Marinna 

Kugler, signed up for stage 

By Veronica Kremer &  Anna Buhl  

The musical this year was 

Willy Wonka Jr., which is 

based on the book by Roald 

Dahl. The opening night was 

Friday the 13th (uh-oh!) of Feb-

Willy Wonka Rocks!  

Shadow Thieves  
 On March 24, the sev-

enth-grade Enriched Language 

Arts class traveled to Stages 

Theatre in Hopkins. We saw a 

play based on the novel by 

Anne Ursu, a Minnesota au-

thor, called The Shadow Thieves. 

 The play is about a 

teenager, Charlotte 

Mielswetzski, who is very laid 

back and grumpy. She has a 

cousin, Zachary Miller, who 

lives in London, England, who 

comes to stay with her for the 

rest of the school year. Within 

a couple of days, though, they 

find themselves in the middle of 

a mystery. People are becoming 

sick and Charlotte and Zee 

donõt know whatõs happening. 

Soon the cousins come to the 

conclusion that the epidemic 

has something to do with the 

Underworld, ruled by Hades. 

They are in a race against time 

to stop what is happening and 

save peopleõs lives. This play 

was very entertaining and crea-

tive! 
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 One of the favorite 

scenes of many people was 

the flying-burping scene. òIt 

was really fun to rehearse,ó 

by  Shaelyn Sorensen, Guest Reporter  

Shaelyn Sorensen strikes a 

pose during a theater exer-

cise. 

continued, page 2 

continued, page 2 



Ms. Landin likes 

being a director because 

she likes watching the 

students grow and de-

velop in character. Ms. 

Kroc likes being in 

charge of stage crew 

because she likes work-

ing behind the scenes 

and being creative.  

The reason that 

Ms. Bannwarth chose 

Willy Wonka Jr. as the 

musical this year is be-

cause she liked the book 

and movie as a kid. She 

also liked the characters 

and thought it would be 

fun to see the charac-

ters come to life. 

Overall, the mu-

sical was a really good 

production, fun to work 

on, and a good experi-

ence for many. 

Willy Wonka , continued  

Page 2 

Shadow Thieves, continued  

Seventh graders Kayla Longfellow, Kelsie Ferstl, and Rachel Bur-

bul act out a scene from The Shadow Thieves in which Hadesõ  

òFootmenó steal a childõs shadow for the Underworld Army. 

 The day of the play 

and the week after the play was 

fun because we had the assis-

tant director of The Shadow 

Thieves, Anya Kremenetsky, and 

the education and programs 

manager, Cassandra Proball, 

come in and do some activities 

with us. We did activities like 

talking about the play, creating 

still-life pictures of scenes, vo-

cal exercises the actors per-

formed, and making up new 

scenes for the play. I had an 

enjoyable time and I think many 

other kids did, too. 

Top Left: Veruca is a òbad nut.ó   Top Right: Willy Wonka leads the kids and parents into 

the fizzy lifting room. Bottom: Whole cast in the finale.  


